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Montréal, Québec, October 29th: A Panel on Animal Rights was held, with the participation of
Valéry Giroux, Jean-François Labonté, Virginie Simoneau-Gilbert and Élise Desaulniers.
Dominique Routhier, Acting Director General and Animal Biologist at the Society for the
Protection of Animals (SPA) Canada was on site.
Several interesting questions were addressed, including animal ethics, veganism and many
current subjects debates among researchers in the field. These subjects included the questions
of citizenship for animals, interventions in nature to reduce the suffering of wild animals and
strategies of activism, were thoroughly discussed by the guests at this panel.
Animal ethics is based on several foundations, one of which is very simple: if animals are
capable of having emotions, they must belong to a moral community. Over the centuries, this
moral consideration has grown, thus participating in the creation of different schools / currents
of thought on animal rights in animal ethics.
Even today, the right to life isn’t recognized for animals. However, knowing that they have
interests, that would be enough to say that they have rights.
During this event, the public highlighted several interesting
aspects of the animal rights movement in Canada. Among
other things, the lack of video evidences of the living
animal conditions in Canada caused by the lack of
undercover infiltration was addressed. Nevertheless,
Canadians are still very open to veganism.
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In regards to veganism, several interesting ideas have been put on the table about what could
be done. Among these suggestions, we find among others:
Ensure that vegan options are the default choice in
public institutions. This isn’t a project that will grant rights
to animals, but it’s a step forward.
Tax the meat industry, to reduce the number of animals
exploited.

To have a dedicated lawyer for all governmental
decisions that have an impact on animals that would take
into account animal rights.
Stop the use of great apes and gorillas for all scientific
research. This is a fight that is within our reach.

Recognize territorial rights for marine mammals.
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According to a study reported by panellists, omnivorous people would prefer laboratorycreated meat to vegan alternatives. The lab meat ensures that we don’t need to exploit
animals for food, which could play a big role in advancing animal rights.

SPA Canada would like to warmly thank the conference organizers, panellists and attendees
for their concern for the animal cause and their willingness to push for animal rights.
As the largest animal rights organization in Canada, we ensure that activism remains the
primary focus of the animal rights movement so that it moves forward concretely as
behaviours and mentalities evolve in our society.
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